
November/December, 2017 Newsletter 

From the Desk of Mr. Bartels: 

We hope that everyone enjoys the holiday season.  We had a great month of November 

honoring Veterans on Veterans Day.  We had a great crowd and enjoyed celebrating with you.  

Our 5th grade girls were able to sign up for another year of the “A Beautiful Me Program” 

sponsored by the Jason Meyers Foundation.   

December came quickly and wouldn’t you know Mother Nature had an impact on our Holiday 

Choir Concerts.  However, the show must go on and the event will be scheduled for the week 

of December 18th.    

  
On Monday, December 18th we will be conducting our annual Spelling Bee. On Wednesday, December 20th 

we will also be conducting our annual Geography Bee. Both events will take place in the middle school 
cafeteria. Please come out and support our students.  
 

Students of the Month: 

November: 

5th Grade:  Adeline Loftis, Olivia Ryan, Jarod Haynes, Zackary Pickering   

6th Grade:  Brianna Albers, Michael Gall 

7th Grade:  Emma Peters, Aiden Muller 

8th Grade:  Wesley Peters, Mia Morgan 

Thoughts from Ms Borwick: 

RMS Winter Athletic Season: 

Our winter athletic season is underway.  Our boys’ basketball season along with our competitive cheer 

season are off to a great start.  Our student athletes are enjoying the experience and learning a great 

deal.  A big thank you to our coaches who are mentoring and coaching our student athletes, Coach 

Thomas, Coach Romano and Coach Parker.   

Upcoming Information: 

7th and 8th Grade Girls Volleyball Tryouts Volleyball Tryouts: Attention any 7th and 8th Grade girls 

that are interested in trying out for volleyball. Tryouts will be January 29, 30, 31, Feb. 1 and 2. The time 

will be from 5-7pm in the middle school gym. You MUST have a CURRENT YEAR physical and 

emergency form on file in order to tryout. A CURRENT YEAR physical is one given on or after April 15, 

2017. Forms are available in the middle school office. 



 

 

 

 

 

Counselor’s corner:  Mrs. May 

Career Exploration and Development activities are coming soon for 7th and 8th grade students!  In 7th grade, the 

students begin the Career Cruising process by taking an interest inventory.  The students have an 

opportunity to explore the careers that most closely matched their interests, including finding out 

more about what they do, how much they could earn, what training is needed, and the occupational 

outlook for the future.  Our 8th graders will update their career interests and then create a plan of 

classes they want to take in high school.  Our goal in this process is to help the students become aware 

of their options in high school and beyond, assist them in processing the classes they would like to take 

in high school, and help them to explore their options for their future careers.  This is a very exciting 

time for our students!  7th graders will begin in January, and 8th grade in February. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Core Content Briefs 

 

5th Grade:   

CSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.5.3 

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding 

words.CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.5.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and 

fluency to support comprehension.CCSS.ELA - 

LITERACY.RL.5.4Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 

are used in a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and 

similes. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.10By the end of the year, read and 

comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high 

end of the grades 4-5 text complexity band independently and 

proficiently. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.3  Write narratives to develop 

real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive 

details, and clear event sequences.   CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.4  

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and 



organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 

expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.10 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 

and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for 

a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.SL.5.6 

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English 

when appropriate to task and situation. 

5W.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and 

organization are appropriate to task, purpose and audience. 

RL5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says 

explicitly and when drawing inferences from a text. 

5L1.b form and use the perfect verb tenses. 

6th Grade:   

Students will apply knowledge in adaptive online literature and grammar 

lessons. RL.6.2  Determine theme/ central ideas; summarize. 

L.6.5b    Use relationship between words (cause/effect, part/whole, 

item/category) to determine meaning. 

 7th Grade: 

L 3a-1 use precise lang; create an autobiographic account of their lives 

using descriptive language and sensory details (W 3-1). 

8th Grade:  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.3 Analyze how lines of dialogue/incidents in a 

story propel it forward. 



 

 

 

5th Grade:   

4G4.01 Use the story of migration to the United States to identify push 

and pull factors that influenced the migration. 

I can discuss push and pull factors that led to the settlement of New Spain. 

5U2.1.1 Describe significant developments in the Southern Colonies. 

 

RI5.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and subject area 

vocabulary. 

6th Grade:   

SWBAT: Understand spatial perspective of earth and the connection 

between physical and human geography. 

Content Expectations 

7 – H1.2.3: Identify the point of view (perspective of the author) and context 

when reading and discussing primary and secondary sources. 

6 – G1.1.1  Describe how geographers use mapping to represent places and 

natural and human phenomena in the world. 



Common Core State Standards for Literacy in History and Social Studies 

RH.6-8.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and 

secondary sources. 

RH.6-8.2:  Determine the main ideas or information of a primary or a 

secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from 

prior knowledge or opinions. 

7th Grade:  

RI.8.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over 

the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide 

an objective summary of the text. 

 W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 

above.) 

8th Grade:   

8 – U4.1.2 Establishing America’s Place in the World – Explain the 

changes in America’s relationships with other nations by analyzing 

treaties with American Indian nations, Jay’s Treaty (1795), French 

Revolution, Pinckney’s Treaty (1795), Louisiana Purchase, War of 1812, 

Transcontinental Treaty (1819), and the Monroe Doctrine. (C4) (National 

Geography Standard 13, p. 169). 

8 – U4.1.3 Challenge of Political Conflict – Explain how political parties 

emerged out of the competing ideas, experiences, and fears of Thomas 

Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton (and their followers), 

8 – U4.1.4 Establishing a National Judiciary and Its Power – Explain the 

development of the power of the Supreme Court through the doctrine of 

judicial review as manifested in Marbury v. Madison (1803) and the role 



of Chief Justice John Marshall and the Supreme Court in interpreting the 

power of the national government. 

 

5th Grade:    

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.5.NBT.A.1 

Recognize that in a multi-digit number, a digit in one place represents 10 times as much as it 

represents in the place to its right and 1/10 of what it represents in the place to its left. 

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.5.NBT.A.3 

Read, write, and compare decimals to thousandths. 

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.5.NBT.A.3.A 

Read and write decimals to thousandths using base-ten numerals, number names, and expanded 

form, e.g., 347.392 = 3 × 100 + 4 × 10 + 7 × 1 + 3 × (1/10) + 9 × (1/100) + 2 × (1/1000). 

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.5.NBT.A.4 

Use place value understanding to round decimals to any place. 

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.5.NBT.B.7 

Add, subtract, multiply, and divide decimals to hundredths, using concrete models or drawings 

and strategies based on place value, properties of operations, and/or the relationship between addition 

and subtraction; relate the strategy to a written method and explain the reasoning used. 

6th Grade:  

6.G.1- Find area and use practiced techniques to solve real-world math problems. 

Algebraic Thinking:  



6.EE.1 - Write and evaluate numerical expressions and apply order of operations to 

solve problems including exponents. 

Geometry:  CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.6.G.A.4 

Represent three-dimensional figures using nets made up of rectangles and triangles, 

and use the nets to find the surface area of these figures. Apply these techniques in the 

context of solving real-world and mathematical problems. 

 

7th Grade:   

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.7.NS.A.1.C 

Understand subtraction of rational numbers as adding the additive 

inverse, p - q = p + (-q). Show that the distance between two rational 

numbers on the number line is the absolute value of their difference, and 

apply this principle in real-world contexts. 

 

 

Algebra I:  CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.HSF.LE.A.2 

Construct linear and exponential functions, including arithmetic and 

geometric sequences, given a graph, a description of a relationship, or two 

input-output pairs (include reading these from a table). 

 

 

 

8th Grade: 

Algebra I:  CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.HSF.LE.A.2 

Construct linear and exponential functions, including arithmetic and 

geometric sequences, given a graph, a description of a relationship, or two 

input-output pairs (include reading these from a table). 



CCSS.Math.Content.8.EE.C.7.a 

Give examples of linear equations in one variable with one solution, 

infinitely many solutions, or no solutions. Show which of these 

possibilities is the case by successively transforming the given equation 

into simpler forms, until an equivalent equation of the form x = a, a = a, 

or a = b results (where a and b are different numbers). 

CCSS.Math.Content.8.EE.C.7.b 

Solve linear equations with rational number coefficients, including 

equations whose solutions require expanding expressions using the 

distributive property and collecting like terms. 

 

 

 

 

    

 



 

 

5th Grade:   

ESS1.A: The Universe and its Stars 

The sun is a star that appears larger and brighter than other stars because 

it is closer. Stars range greatly in their distance from Earth.ESS1.B: 

Earth and the Solar System 

The orbits of Earth around the sun and of the moon around Earth, together 

with the rotation of Earth about an axis between its North and South poles, 

cause observable patterns. These include day and night; daily changes in 

the length and direction of shadows; and different positions of the sun, 

moon, and stars at different times of the day, month, and year. 

6th Grade:   

MS-PS2-4 - Construct and present arguments using evidence to support the claim 

that gravitational interactions are attractive and depend on the masses of interacting 

objects.  Explaining Newton's Laws of Motion. 



7th Grade:   

PS1.A Structure and Properties of Matter: Each pure substance has 

characteristic physical and chemical properties (for any bulk quantity 

under given conditions) that can be used to identify it. SWBAT define 

physical property and chemical property. 

8th Grade: 

Describe the life span of stars and the different types of stars in a specific 

life time.  ESS1.A: The Universe and Its Stars 

 

 

 

5th Grade:/6th Grade:  All info for our class can be found on Sra. Wolfe’s website: 

www.espanolwithsrawolfe.weebly.com 

Students have been researching and presenting on a famous Latino/Hispanic Person.   

 

Spanish I:  All info for our class can be found on Sra. Wolfe’s website: 

www.espanolwithsrawolfe.weebly.com 

http://www.espanolwithsrawolfe.weebly.com/
http://www.espanolwithsrawolfe.weebly.com/


Students have been actively participating in and analyzing the 5th episode of Mi 

Vida Loca.  Students have also been studying what tapas are and how tapas are 

specific to Spanish culture.   

 

Video Production: 

 Film, edit, and produce a news broadcast in one class period. 

Continue to work on Q2 projects - silent film, commercial, and video 

resume. 

Multi-Media:   

Learn the basics of video editing with Adobe Premiere tutorials and 

example projects. They are creating "life hack" videos. 

Programming:  Javascript to create apps for cell phones and tablets. 

5th Computers:  Excel graphs and spreadsheets. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Basic Design:  abstract a famous artwork and create texture with oil pastel.  Create 

tints and shades of different colors and other color schemes 

3-D Art:  Create 3-D focal points with the use of tints and shades.  Define Mehndi art 

and draw their won version. 

2-D Art:  Define chromatic grays and draw preliminary sketches. 

5th Grade:  Draw in one point perspective 

6th Grade: Define and demonstrate symmetry make portfolios  

 



 

LOOKING AHEAD – CONCERTS 

The Choirs and Band performed an awesome show for the RMS 9th Annual Veterans 

Ceremony.  Both programs have been working extremely hard preparing for their 

Holiday Concerts.  Unfortunately, Mother Nature did not cooperate and the two choir 

concerts were postponed to the week of December 18th.   

The band concerts did go off without a hitch on December 6 and 7.  The entire band 

program sounded great.   

 

 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8o5e6cxZlRYAdsqJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIyYXZkbDhtBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMyYjY0OTdiYThlZWM1NjFiZTJjNjAzNjQwYjVhNTQ0NgRncG9zAzQEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p%3Dweb%2Bwhere%2Beveryone%2Bbelongs%26n%3D60%26ei%3DUTF-8%26fr%3Dyfp-t-s%26fr2%3Dsa-gp-images.search.yahoo.com%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D4&w=684&h=372&imgurl=holman.psdr3.org/images/WEB_logo.jpg&rurl=http://holman.psdr3.org/web&size=57.7KB&name=Holman+Middle+School+-+<b>Web</b>&p=web+where+everyone+belongs&oid=2b6497ba8eec561be2c603640b5a5446&fr2=sa-gp-images.search.yahoo.com&fr=yfp-t-s&tt=Holman+Middle+School+-+<b>Web</b>&b=0&ni=220&no=4&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=10rqfr0pb&sigb=14mbelm39&sigi=1143h97kp&sigt=111tsddv5&sign=111tsddv5&.crumb=m9XM.GmwJHo&fr=yfp-t-s&fr2=sa-gp-images.search.yahoo.com
https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pPb6MxZMSwA3LWJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzamZsa2NnBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANjZmYwNjEwMjMwNTg0NmJmMTRjZDQwYWM5MTg0YmU2OQRncG9zAzY1BGl0A2Jpbmc-?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p%3Dmusic%2Bclasses%26n%3D60%26ei%3DUTF-8%26fr%3Dyfp-t-s%26fr2%3Dsa-gp-images.search.yahoo.com%26nost%3D1%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D65&w=300&h=220&imgurl=kbe.sumterschools.net/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2016/09/music-letters-inst-tshirt.jpg&rurl=http://kbe.sumterschools.net/teacher/MichelleBlassengale/&size=36.2KB&name=Kingsbury+Elementary+|+Michelle+Blassengale&p=music+classes&oid=cff06102305846bf14cd40ac9184be69&fr2=sa-gp-images.search.yahoo.com&fr=yfp-t-s&tt=Kingsbury+Elementary+|+Michelle+Blassengale&b=61&ni=21&no=65&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11pmm778b&sigb=14hht887l&sigi=12nppdldg&sigt=11ba6c9r7&sign=11ba6c9r7&.crumb=m9XM.GmwJHo&fr=yfp-t-s&fr2=sa-gp-images.search.yahoo.com


The WEB group has been extremely busy with preparing lessons, such as, time 

management and helping the students to become organized at the middle school.  Two focus areas 

were Lockers and Classwork. The 8th graders worked on identifying problems with the 5th graders, 

and generating solutions.  They also ate lunch in November and December with their 

Webkins.   

 

 
  

Our RMS Student Council is conducting their annual Can Food Drive 
in conjunction with the Richmond Lions’ Club. It is a great 
opportunity to help families in need during the holiday season. Our 
collection date will be Wednesday, December 20th. Please help out 
if you can. They also planned a PBIS-Student Council Reward 
Assembly for the 21st of December.   
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

RMS Builders Club: 

The Club started up 17-18 School year in early November.  Since the first meeting 

Officers were elected and their annual wreath sale has completed.  In early December 

the club wrote Christmas Cards for Leisure Manor.  The group plans on singing 

Christmas Carols at Leisure Manor the week of December 18.   

 

 

 

 

 

The Honor Society Club has been busy with the Lee Blue Buddy Program.  The group chose to start a 
project called “Sending Shine to Dylan” A neighboring community student battling an illness.  Their 
annual holiday get together was cancelled due Mother Nature.   

 

 



 

 

 

Our RMS bin designated to collect clothes and shoes was delivered to the campus.  It is located next to 
the bin/dumpster used for paper collection.  The bin is now available for donations of clothes and 
shoes.  The bin is on a schedule to be emptied on a regular basis.  We plan on adding the visual to the 
green board located in the main hall outside the office.  In addition we are looking to put together a 
commercial sometime in the near future. 

Each classroom each has a small bin.  The bin is for papers that can be recycled.  The plan is to empty 
them weekly.   



 

 

We have had some great incentives for our S.H.I.N.E. winners over the course of the last 

couple of months.  We ended our 1st quarter with tickets to a Detroit Pistons game, RMS 

Book Fair Gift Certificates, Painting with a Friend in which Mrs. Davidson assisted 

students with a painting project, and a Day at the Circus in which Mrs. Bartels made her 

famous elephant ears for the students.  Thank you to our many staff members who are 

sharing their many talents to acknowledge our students here at RMS and offering a 

great experience for them to remember.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richmond K-12 Theatre Group:  This semester the production will be “Singing in the Rain 

Jr.”  The production will be performed in January.   



 

 

 
 
 

The RMS PTA held a fundraiser of Christmas Tree Ornaments, if you didn’t get 
a chance to purchase one, some are available in the main middle school office. 
They attempted a baby sitting Saturday so parents could have a Saturday out 
to shop or just get away, there wasn’t enough interest so the event was 
cancelled.  The PTA annual WinterFest will be Friday, February 2nd.   
 
  
PTA News-Candy Cane Gram PTA News-Candy Cane Gram: Want to know how you "cane" spread the joy 
of Christmas giving??...Send a candy cane gram to that special friend for only 50 cents! Sales will be 
December 12 - 14 during all lunches. Candy cane grams will be delivered Tuesday, December 19 during 7th 
hour.  

 
 
 
 
Non-Discrimination Statement 
In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education amendments of 

1972, Section 504 of Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title II of the 

Americans with Disability Act of 1990, and Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act of 1977, it is the policy of the 

Richmond Community School District that no person shall, on the basis of race, color, religion, military 

status, national origin or ancestry, sex (including sexual orientation), disability, age (except as 

authorized by law), height, weight, or marital status be excluded from participation in, be denied the 

benefits of, or be subjected to, discrimination during any program, activity, service or employment. 

Inquiries related to any nondiscrimination policies should be directed to the Superintendent, 35276 

Division Road, Richmond, MI 48062, (586) 727-3565. 


